Susana Berenguer

Consulate General of Colombia in New York
Susana Berenguer is an architect from the Universidad de Los
Andes. Susana Berenguer is a specialist in Government,
Management and Public Affairs, from the Universidad
Externado de Colombia and Columbia University, New York
(USA), and a Master's degree in Government and Public Policy,
from the Universidad Externado de Colombia.

Ronaldo Enrique Madrigal
Consul General of Costa Rica in New York with
jurisdiction over New York, Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey.

Yaima Gonzalez
Cultural Aggregate for Mision Cuba

Yuri Ariel Gala
Ambassador for Mision Cubana.

Pedro Luis Pedroso
The new Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United
Nations. Prior to his latest appointment, Mr. Pedroso served as
his country’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Office at Geneva and other international organizations in
Switzerland, beginning in 2017.

Marita Landaveri
Marita Landaveri is the Consulate General of Peru in New York.

José Emanuel
Deputy Consul of Consulate General of Peru in New York

Antia Garcia
Cultural affairs coordinator for the Consulate General of Spain
in New York. She works with the SPAIN arts and culture
organization to SPAIN arts & culture aims to promote Spanish
culture in the U.S. through fruitful cultural exchanges among
institutions and artists, fostering positive bilateral relations
between the two countries.

Santiago Herrero
Consul for Cultural Affairs for Consulate General of Spain
in New York

Cora Cabada de Oliveira
Cultural Affairs Coordinator for Consulate General of Spain in
New York. International Relations management professional
with experience in multilateral relations, governmental and nonprofit organizations worldwide. Possesses significant
communication and interpersonal abilities in addition to a strong
background in successfully fostering rapport with clients,
executives, business / operations peers, and high profile global
political representatives. Cora has a degree in Political Science
and International Relations, and exceptional cross-cultural skills.

Celia Maldonado Garcia
Cultural Manager for the Consulate General of Spain in
New York

Rafael Conde de Saro
The Consul General of Spain in New York. Graduated in
Law, he entered the Diplomatic Career in 1977 . He has
been assigned to the Spanish diplomatic representations in
Norway, Mexico and Portugal . He was Deputy Director
General of Multilateral Economic Relations, Director
General of Fisheries Resources at the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food , Deputy Director General
of Personnel and Deputy Chief at the Embassy of Spain in
Washington . In 2000 he was appointed Director General of
Foreign Policy for Asia and the Pacific and in 2002 he

became the ambassador of Spain to the Republic of India.

Claudio Rodriguez
Cultural Coordinator for the Consulate General and
Promotion Center of Argentina in New York

Kika Child
Of Spanish and British descent, Kika Child has been acting on
TV, film and theater since she was 18 years old and landed her
first lead role on a TV series in her native Colombia. Most
recently, Kika starred as Julia, in Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter'
at GALA Theatre, Washington DC, based on the novel by Mario
Vargas Llosa. A founding member of TabulaRasa NYC Theater
and Performance Lab, Kika has been a steady cast member of
New York's The Spanish Repertory Theater, in plays like "The
House of the Spirits" and "Doña Flor and Her Two Husbands".
She is currently in pre-production on a horror feature film
entitled “The Girl Inside” , directed by Paulina Plazas.

Dayramir Gonzalez
Dayramir Gonzalez Vicet is a Cuban pianist, composer, arranger,
and producer. Dayramir began his professional career as a
pianist and composer with former Irakere member, Oscar
Valdes’ Afro-Cuban jazz ensemble Diákara at the age of 16. In
2004, he formed his own project Dayramir & Habana
enTRANCé, which has performed internationally since its
inception. Since winning Havana’s JoJazz festival in 2004 and
2005, Dayramir has gone from winning three Cubadisco awards
for his 2007 debut album “Dayramir & Habana enTRANCé” to
becoming Berklee College of Music’s first Cuban national
“Presidential Scholarship” recipient. While still attending
Berklee, in 2012, he was selected by Chucho Valdes to be part of
Carnegie Hall's Voices of Latin America series, where he
represented the young generation of Afro-Cuban jazz pianists.

Soleidy Mendez
Soleidy Mendez is an award-winning actor, screenwriter, and
filmmaker. She hails from the Dominican Republic but now
resides in NYC. Her most recent achievement was winning the
USA 2018 Nespresso Talents, which featured her work at the
Tribeca and Cannes Film Festivals. She is a graduate of the
American Academy of Dramatic Arts and studied at the New
York Film Academy to develop and hone her screenwriting and
filmmaking skills. As a filmmaker, she has written, directed, and
produced three films, The Things We Don’t Say (2018), Joe
Nose Best (2017), and Cheesecake and Tango (2012).

Willard Morgan
Founder of Ideal Glass Studios (2004), an artist-run production
and film studio. Son of opera singer Sylvia Side, he graduated
from William Esper Studio and New York University. Morgan
produces in-your-face music videos about trends, fashion and
gentrification. Some of his feature works include Sweatshop
Boogie, Days of a Dandy, and Fever Pitch. One of his most
recent productions, Vestiphobia, a series on the fashion
industry’s lack of accountability for sustainability, consumerism,
fetishism, and manipulation through fashion.

Joe Rollins
Joe Rollins is professor of political science at Queens College
and the Graduate Center, CUNY. He is the author of AIDS and
the Sexuality of Law, Legally Straight, many scholarly articles
and reviews, and is a former Co-Editor of Women’s Studies
Quarterly. After starting life as an artist and student of dance, he
went on to graduate from Hunter College in 1988 with a degree
in political science. He subsequently took his Ph.D. in that same
subject at the University of California, Santa Barbara. He
teaches courses on gender, sexuality, law, and popular culture.
He lives in Jackson Heights, Queens and Madrid, Spain.

Maite Bonilla
Maite Bonilla is an actress and producer, known for La EntreViú
(2018) and Under My Nails (2012). She is currently working as
an actress in Anomaly (2021).

Jordana Mendelson
Jordana Mendelson is the new Director of NYU’s King Juan
Carlos I of Spain Center as of September 2020. She is also
Associate Professor in the Department of Spanish and
Portuguese and affiliate faculty in the Department of Art History
and the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies at
NYU. Prior to coming to NYU, Professor Mendelson taught at
the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign and served as a
visiting professor at the Universidad de Navarra, the Universitat
Autònoma de Barcelona, and in the independent study program
of the Museu d’Arr Contemporani de Barcelona (MACBA). She
received her PhD in art history from Yale University and her BA
in art history with a minor in Spanish from Boston University.
She serves on the advisory committee of the Archivo Español de
Arte and Culture & History, is a member of the Editorial Board
of Modernism/Modernity, and is currently the Editor of the
Journal of Spanish Cultural Studies.

Julian Troksberg
Over twenty years of experience in writing, producing, and
directing for coverage and story, and storytelling with archival
footage. Has advanced abilities in narrative scripted treatments
for feature documentary films development throughout
Argentina, Latin America, and the United States. Extensive
experience in archival research, source identification, and
subject interviews for long and short feature documentaries and
television programs. Award-winning writer/producer/director of
the feature documentaries “Una casa sin cortinas” (2020),
“Furia, las peleas de Carlos Monzón” (2019) and “Simón, hijo
del pueblo” (2013).

Padre Fabian Arias
Fabian Arias was born in Argentina and received his training in
the Catholic Church at the Santa María Seminary in Buenos
Aires. He came to the United States in the 1990s for what was
supposed to be a short trip, but after witnessing the adversities
faced by New York City’s Latino immigrant community, he
decided to pursue his religious calling in the U.S. Drawn to the
Lutheran Church’s “more open approach to a modern lifestyle,”
he was ordained in 2003. First in Harlem and now in midtown
Manhattan, he serves as the long-time pastor of Iglesia de Sion,
an overwhelmingly Latino congregation, which officially
merged with Saint Peter’s Church earlier this year. In 2007,
Hérmes, a gay teenager from Mexico whose eight-year-old
brother was killed for being gay like him, asked Arias to become
his legal guardian to help him stay in the United States. Since
then, Arias has served as legal guardian to more than 40
undocumented young immigrants like Hérmes, helping them to
regularize their status under a special visa for juveniles who
have been abused, abandoned, or neglected by a parent.

Gregory Hernandez
Gregory Hernandez is the producer of the 1.5 Million
Bronx Documentary, a documentary highlighting the
literacy crisis facing the Bronx. He is the founder of the
creative video production company Green Canvas
Productions and co-founder of Bronx Films 48.

Pedro Ruiz
His works include “Tropical Animal In Montreal”, a portrait of
Cuban writer, Pedro Juan Gutiérrez. In 2009 he released “The
Gentle Drift of A Child From Haiti,”. The film premiered at
Montreal International Documentary Festival and earned the
Prix du Public. He also released feature-length documentary
film “Philemon Chante Havana”. Nowadays, Pedro has realized
“Havana, From on High,” a dazzling and poetic journey, having
as a character the people who inhabit the canopy of Havana.

Hermes Espinoza
Hérmes Espinoza immigrated from Mexico as a gay teenager
whose eight-year-old brother was killed for being gay like him.
He asked Padre Fabian Arias to become his legal guardian to
help him stay in the United States. He is the center of the film
“Desarraigo y Esperanza.” Espinoza aspires to be a fashion
designer.

Martha Bautis
Marta Noemí Bautís was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Her social documentaries, stories of struggle and hope,
were screened at numerous international festivals. She is
currently a faculty member in the School of Contemporary
Arts, Ramapo College of New Jersey.

Marina Fernandez Ferri
Marina Fernandez Ferri is an independent filmmaker with
experience producing multi-award-winning features and short
films. Her work as producer starts in Spain, creating compelling
content for TV. She followed her passion for filmmaking
moving to NY and becoming an active member of Brooklyn
Filmmakers Collective, an organization which she collaborated
for her directorial debut of "Temblor”. In 2019, she launched her
company Brisa Pictures and produced the American part of the
international film "No Land's Man", by Mostofa Farooki. She is
the co-producer of "Son of Monarchs", a film that recently won
the 2021 Sloan Prize at the Sundance Film Festival.

Jenni Saavedra
Bilingual Communications Strategist and PR Professional with
over 15 years of experience in the private and public sector. As a
Media Relations & Cultural Director for the consulate, she
creates, designs, and executes the entire cultural strategy and
agenda of the Colombian Consulate in NYC. She succeeded in
coordinating all relations with Latino Media including the TV
and Radio stations such as Univision, Telemundo, NTN24, NY1
Noticias, El Diario, etc.

Ivonne Cotorruelo
Ivonne Cotorruelo is a Cuban Film Curator and Producer based
in New York. As a Producer, her filmography includes titles
such as “Venecia” premiered at Toronto, “Giraffes” premiered at
Rotterdam, “Dark Glasses” premiered at FINCL, among others.
She is a Features Programmer at Cleveland International Film
Festival, Atlanta Film Festival, and also a Programmer for
Trinidad and Tobago Film Festival. She is also part of the
Programming Committee at Miami Film Festival, Los Angeles
Latino Film Festival. In the past, she worked at the Screening
Committee for DocNYC, New Orleans Film Festival, and TIDE.

Miguel Rueda
(Fiction Jury)

Miguel Rueda is Filmmaker and animator studied Fine Arts with
a Master degree Fine Arts from ASAB Academia Superior de
Artes de Bogotá a degree in Graphic Design, Animation and
Multimedia from LaSalle College, Bogotá Colombia. In 2008 he
founded AguijonFilms in New York with the purpose of creating
and participating in animation projects, films and multimedia.
He has been invited to present his films at several film festivals,
as well as to speak at Yale University, Fairfield University and
CUNY to talk about the animation process.

Diana Vargas
Diana is the U.S. representative of the International School of
Film and TV in San Antonio de los Baños, Cuba. She has also
worked in several award-winning documentaries, and written for
different publications. As a producer for CUNY-TV series
Nueva York, Diana has received five consecutive Emmys.

Maite Junco
Maite Junco is the Vice Chancellor for Communications and
Marketing at the City University of New York. She oversees
media relations, marketing, social media and multimedia along
with the television station CUNY TV and CUNY Citizenship
Now!, a program that provides free immigration law services.
Ms. Junco brings more than 30 years of experience in
communications and journalism to CUNY. Her most recent role
was leading the communications strategy for New York City
Public Advocate Letitia James’ historic winning campaign for
New York State Attorney General, managing a staff and
volunteers to amplify James’ message across social and
traditional media.

Carlos Barba Salva
His degree thesis addressed the relations between cinema and
literature by analyzing "Explosion in a Cathedral " by Humberto
Solás. From here, he made the documentaries dedicated to Solás:
"Memories of Lucía", "The man of the century", "Gibara, Open
City" and "Humberto". He worked as an assistant director in
"Santiago y la Virgen" (Jorge Perugorría), "The mystery of the
waters" (Arturo Sotto), "City in red" (Rebeca Chávez). He wrote,
with Enrique Pineda Barnet, the script "Mi Virgen de la Caridad"
(Official Selection 36th Havana Film Festival). He has received
diverse awards, including Best Documentary at the San Francisco
Tiburon International Film Festival and was a Candidate for the
Fénix Ibero-American Film Award. With "25 Horas", he obtained
several official selections and the Best Short Film at the Latino and
Native American Film Festival in New Haven, as well as
participation in the Short Film Corner, Cannes 2018.

Hector Abad Faciolince
Héctor Abad Faciolince (born 1958) is a Colombian
novelist, essayist, journalist, and editor. Abad is considered
one of the most talented post-Latin American Boom writers
in Latin American literature. Abad is best known for his
bestselling novel Angosta, and more recently, El Olvido
que Seremos.

Jely Reategui
Jely Reategui is an Peruvian actress and director, known for
Aj Zombies! (2017), Hotel Paraíso (2019) and
Backpackers.

Juan Carlos Mercado
Juan Carlos Mercado is the Dean of the Division of
Interdisciplinary Studies at the Center for Worker Education. He
is the senior dean with over 8 years of experience. Mercado is
also Director of the Study Abroad and International Programs at
the College. He also teaches at the PhD Program in Hispanic and
Luso-Brazilian Literatures and Languages at the CUNY
Graduate Center. Mercado has worked on 19th Century Spanish
American Literature, History of Ideas, and on the Spanish
exploration of what is today the United States. He is the author
of many books, reviews and articles. His most recent
publications are two annotated editions of Menéndez de Avilés
and Florida: Chronicles of Expeditions (2010), Juan María
Gutiérrez’s Escritores Coloniales (Juan María Gutierrez’s
Colonial Writers, 2012). Currently, Mercado is working an
annotated edition of Ruy Díaz de Guzmán’s La Argentina:
Historia de las Provincias del Río de la Plata.

Carole Rosenberg
Carole Rosenberg is a distinguished member of the art world.
For more than forty years, she has made significant
contributions to New York’s cultural landscape as an art dealer,
curator and philanthropic leader. The Havana Film Festival New
York is one of the many projects she has undertaken in an effort
to nurture cultural exchange, artistic development and
understanding between the peoples of the U.S. and Cuba. She is
President of the American Friends of the Ludwig Foundation of
Cuba, a member of the Honorary Committee of the Ludwig
Foundation of Cuba and serves on the art and garden committees
at Long House Reserve in East Hampton and the Community
Board of The Water Mill Center.

Richard Stein
A director and producer. He is known for Devil Knows
You’re Dead (2020), Hell in a Handbasket (2021), and 2
Weeks (2021).

Rickard Claeson
Rickard Claeson is a Swiss actor, known for Prelude
(2022), Acta Non Verba (2021) and Last Exit to Brooklyn.

Esmerelda Style
Works as a model for Official Models (NYC), Star
Management (San Francisco), The Campbell Agency
(Dallas), Ford Models (Chicago), PMA Models (Germany).

Natalie Quiñonez
Model and Actress

Enmanuel Galban
Enmanuel Galbán was born on October 23, 1994 in La
Habana, Ciudad de La Habana, Cuba as Enmanuel
Galbán Jiménez. He is an actor, known for El techo
(2016), Horses (2015) and The Silly Age (2006).

Sergio Ramirez
Sergio Ramirez is a Guatemalan filmmaker. His first feature
film, Distancia, received many recognitions, including Best
Director and Best Film at the Havana Film Festival New York.
1991 won the Work in Progress Award at Costa Rica Festival
Internacional de Cine -CRFIC- and premiered at Miami Film
Festival. He is currently developing his third feature film: Todos
Santos.

Arantza Maldonado
Has a Bachelor degree in Audiovisual Communication,
Complutense University in Madrid, Spain. She first worked as
Assistant to Producers and Line Producer in some independent
productions in Europe and in Canada. Later on, she joined
Tungsten visual, a young production company where she
collaborated as Line Producer in a short-film, (You’re driving
me crazy), interactive project and a webseries (Fréquences),
finalist at Numix 2013. After her participation as an Associate
Producer for the mobile game Modern Combat 4 developped by
Gameloft, she returns to independent cinema at Faits Divers
Média. Her vast experiences in different audiovisual areas,
enlarge her expertise and her understanding of production.

Raymel Casamayor
Raymel Casamayor has been working as a sound mixer, sound
editor, and sound designer in several documentaries, short films,
and features since 2010. He directed the documentary Destino
M6 and other music videos. His work includes
documentaries Previous Scenes, Casablanca, La gente del
documental, Fellove, Héroe de Culto, and Cuban Canvas, and
the feature films Santa y Andrés, Espejuelos Oscuros, and The
Extraordinary Journey of Celeste García. His awards include
“Best Sound in the Caracol Contest of the National Union of
Writers and Artists of Cuba” and Best Sound Design in the 15th
and 16th editions of the Muestra Joven Film Festival.

Martino Ozza
Productor

